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Bicycle Colorado at
the Capitol

3 Feet to Pass

Safe Routes to School
Colorado Safety Stop
Vulnerable User

Bike Lane Bill




The 2021
Legislative Session
Landscape

A late, short session
Legislative makeup much
like last year

Good year for social justice
and stimulus efforts

Tough year for bills with
big fiscal notes
Transportation funding via
fee structures




What is a
Safety Stop?

Safety Stop allows people on
bikes to cross at
intersections when they
have the right-of-way.

Bicyclists may treat Stops
as Yields

Bicyclists may treat Red
Lights as Stops

Right of way rules do not
change




How does this change the nght of Way?
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You can only proceed when
the coast is clear.




Why Make it Legal
Statewide?

Uniformity and
predictability will increase
safety for people biking and
people driving

cost-neutral, bike-friendly
policy

encourages more bicycling
environmental benefits
attracts tourism

increases liveability
removes a crime

less stress on law
enforcement resources




Why do bicyclists e
roll through?

to be out in front of traffic
to be seen

to be moving

to get out of the “right hook”
zone

RIGHT HOOK
2nd Most Frequent Type of
Bicycle v. Car Accident




National examples

e |daho - since 1982!
e Delaware-2017

e Oregon-2019

e Arkansas-2019

e Washington - 2020

2021 Efforts:

e Utah, California, New York




Local examples

Breckenridge - wanted a bike-friendly policy for recreation & tourism
Aspen - wanted to conform law to common behaviors and encourage more biking
Dillon (Stops only) - result of a public backlash to police ticketing rolling stops

Summit County (Yield at both) - research showed it made sense because bicyclists
must exercise due care, no wasted enforcement resources

Thornton - To adapt to a growing bicycling population and be more bike-friendly
Berthoud - To conform to common practice

Englewood - to encourage multimodal transportation options and safe travel behaviors
for residents



2018 Safety Stop
Law for Local
Adoption

Senate Bill 18-144

Sponsors: Senator Kerr, Reps
Yuelin Willett & Chris Hansen

e Local control to allow choice

e Communities that adopt
choose “reasonable speed”

e Intended to create
predictability through
uniform practices as more
communities adopt new law




2021 Safety Stop
Statewide

Bill Number TBD

Bi-partisan Sponsorship:
Representative Roberts,
Senators Priola and Winter

Uniform law statewide
Flexibility in maximum

“reasonable speed”
Right of way rules don't
change

No fiscal note
Removes a crime from
Colorado law




Delaware State Police report a 23% drop in crashes

Crashes Involving Bicycles in Delaware (2014-2020)
November 1, 2014 through | November 1, 2017 through

April 30, 2017 April 30, 2020 CHANGE (%)
(30 months) (30 months)
All Fatal Crashes Involving Bicycles

7 13 86%
All Reported Injury Crashes Involving Bicycles
All Fatal Crashes Involving Bicycles At Stop Sign-Controlled Intersections
0 0 0%
All Reported Injury Crashes Involving Bicycles At Stop Sign-Controlled Intersections
-23%

Source: Delaware State Police




Research shows fewer crashes, increased safety

Meggs (2010) - Boise has 30-60% fewer bike crashes each year than sister
cities Sacramento & Bakersfield

Meggs (2010) - In the first year of Safety Stop in Idaho, bike crashes dropped
almost 15%

Leth, Frey, Brezina (2014) - Idaho law reduced number of intersection
crashes between bicyclists and motorists



Changing the law increases safety

Chen (2015) -
Signalized intersections
are associated with
more bike crashes

DePaul University
(2016) - 1in 25
bicyclists comply with
current law

Biking study suggests a change in law

The Chaddick Institute for Metropolitan Development at DePaul Univeristy
studied Chicago biking habits at intersections. The study suggests that Chicago
adopt the “ldaho stop,” implemented in that state in 1982 where stop signs
revert to yields and red lights revert to stop signs. The study also compared
speed of biking commutes with other forms of transportation.




Why Now? Reasons communities are considering

Biking is bigger than ever. Since the COVID pandemic people have been
rediscovering biking as a healthy and fun way to get around and to exercise.

Communities are considering the Safety Stop to:

e find new way to get people around safely - reduce crashes, conflicts
address societal concerns like congestion, pollution
take advantage of biking's benefits to health, environment, local business,
economic mobility, kids, the state economy
attract tourism, increase liveability

e focus enforcement on major infractions, reckless endangerment



Damn those
bike paths and
bus lanes

taking all the

pla.n.eo 21




How you can help




Step 1: Visit bit.ly/BCCurrentlssues

http://bit.ly/BCCurrentissues will ey el sdhlesuronatie e sy
take you to the Bicycle Colorado
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Step 2: Read up on the Safety Stop

The Colerades Safety Stop
What is the Safety Stop?
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Step 3: Make sure you are signed up

Sign up for Bicycle Colorado Action
Alerts at the form embedded on the
Current Issues page.

We will contact you directly when
YOUR Senator or Representative is
hearing the bill and needs to hear
from you.

If you think you're already signed up,
signing up again only updates your
information. Please do!

Tae wa'oty bozefits ace clear. N

Want to get invelved?




Step 4: Spread the word!

Our power is in our numbers!

Make sure your friends and family
know about these efforts and are
also signed up to receive our Action
Alerts.

Remember the shortlink;

bit.ly/BCCurrentissues

Want to get invelved?




Step 5: Contact your legislators!

When our bill is introduced, the
Current Issues page will include a
pre-written email for you to send to
you legislators.

All you have to do is fill out your
information and hit send!




Step 6: Get perks!

You'll get this buff FREE just by
sending an email to your legislators
via our Action Center during the 2021
legislative session!

The buff features:

Mountain bikes
Recumbent bikes
Commuter bikes
Cargo bikes




Piep van Heuven
piep@bicyclecolorado.org

Questions?

Jack Todd
jack@bicyclecolorado.org

@bicyclecolo
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