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The Future of Mobility in Denver?

















Seniors, Couples, Singles, and 

Lots of Families choosing urban living!



At some point during this talk, 

most of you will be thinking the 8 

most unhelpful words in the 

english language…



“We could never do that

in our city!”



Vision, will, skill,&

FOLLOW-THRU.



Medellin builds 

“Social Infrastructure”







“The 

pedestrian 

is the 

centre of 

the city.”









The evolution toward smart planning: 

1) doing the wrong thing. 

2) doing the wrong thing "better.”

3) Trying to have your cake & eat it too. 

4) doing the right thing. 

Where is your city today?



Building 

bigger roads 

makes traffic 

worse.



"Adding car lanes to deal with 

traffic congestion is like 

loosening your belt to cure 

obesity." 
- Lewis Mumford, 1955.



The Law of 

Congestion:

“Building more 

highways doesn’t 

REDUCE traffic –

it does the 

OPPOSITE! It 

increases the 

volume of 

motorists and 

generates even 

more traffic.”



The most important decision Vancouver ever made.

The public says no to highways



Freeway opposition & protests 

(1960s/70s)



Progress doesn’t just 

depend on starting the 

right things. It depends on 

stopping the wrong things 

& fixing the mistakes.













Land Use Transportation

“The Years of the Warlords”



Land Use Transportation

“The Years of the Warlords”



TransportationLand Use

Collaboration & Synergy (Plan-gineers!)



The best 

transportation plan is 

a great land use plan!



Vancouver’s  Movement Modes, Prioritized

#1
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If you design a city for cars, it 

fails for everyone, INCLUDING 

drivers.

If you design a multi-modal 

city, it works better for 

everyone, INCLUDING drivers.



“I like cars. But I don’t want 

to design my life, all of our 

lives, around cars.

I want choice.”







Sticky

Streets

For 

People!



Done well, Density uses “the power of nearness”



Walking infrastructure:

horizontal AND vertical











Biking is an extension of walking!

Still a form of nearness…







New separated bike lanes are 

key to higher bike share







Where many cities WANT to be - Biking is MORE than just 

moving people. Culture, Texture, Place!



I didn’t stage this!









C a n a d a / USA b o r d e r

Land Area: 282,000 hectares

Population: 2,100,000  (2006)

Langley

Surrey City
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Richmond
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Central 

Area

Maple 

Ridge

Our Regional Context: planning a complete Region

GVRD Regional Town Centres



Collingwood Village



Retrofitting aging malls for T.O.D









Before After





Not so much transit corridors, as corridors of urbanism… 
(walking, biking, transit through “completeness”)



“A car that’s parked but not 

used still adds to our carbon 

footprint.”















The future is full of big, 

bold ideas – each with 

their own tough choices & 

gut-check moments.



There are a lot of really simple ideas 

out there that could strengthen our 

cities, but it's remarkable how hard 

we can make simple things.





Pedestrians Public Spaces within Street Right of Way





Pedestrians
Public Spaces within Street Right of Way

VIVA Vancouver Activations













   Intersection Repair – More than Fixing a Street!



Cities of Smiles!



The truth about a city’s 

aspirations isn’t found in its 

vision. 

It’s found in its budget.



TODERIAN UrbanWORKS

brent@toderianurbanworks.com

Twitter: @BrentToderian

Make big, 

BOLD choices 

that embrace 

the opportunity 

you have - with 

Vision, Will, 

Skill & Follow-

Thru!


